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15 April 195U 


MEMORANDUM FOR* Mr. Henry Locorf.8 

Special Assistant to the Director 
United States Information Agency 
Washington* D. C. 

SUBJKCTj Attempted coop in Hicaraguaj possible Involve- 

ment of Guatemalan Government. 


1. i have Just noted your new policy note dated April 9 » 
subject* Disorders in Nicaragua* This note provides as follows* 

■Media requested to give minimis treatment without consent to 
reports persona implicated in plot against Nicaraguan president 
have bean given sanctuary in Guatemalan embassy in Managua." If 
this was pr e pare d on the baste of our recent discuss! on of this 
development* I should like to point out that the note could possibly 
be misleading to the recipients and suggest the addition of certain 
refinements. 

2. It Is sy recollecti n that I explained to you whet I under- 
stood the State Department to have in mind as regards this Incident 
soneWhat as follows t The attempted coup against Scmo*a‘s regime and 
more especially’ the indications thus far received of Gu atemal an gov- 
ernmental Involvement, afford what appears at the moment to be an 
extremely Important opportunity to "indict" the Guatemalan regime 
under the OAS anti-Communist resolution. However* investigation is 
by no means complete and it is Important that for the moment the 
incident not be over-played and not be the subject of interpretation 
and interpolation by «ur overt media. The reasons for this are* in 
the order of their importance* 

a. The necessity to avoid assumptions or conclusions 
in ova* overt propaganda which could be disproved by the 
Guatemalans* thereby casting discredit upon the entire 
"story” of their involvement and intervention. 

b. The desirability of refraining from a premature 
play of thia incident since this could have the effect of 
dissipating the Impact of a subsequent official charge 
against Guatemala. 

3. Accordingly* It would be wy recomendatt on that the attempted 
coup, and particularly incidents related thereto which appear to involve 
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Guatemala. be played, as straight n**s and without too heavy eaphasle 
pending lie decision of the State Department (ehieh tail 1 be bosfj* 
mum such fins evidence aa we are seeking to develop? as to whether 
Guatemala has ccranitted aa lodi ctoble offonao la this regard* 
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